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Preface 

International symposium on acid-base catalysis III, 
Rolduc, April 20-24, 1997 

The Symposium was organized under the auspices - Base Catalysis 
of EFCATS. It followed earlier conferences on acid- - Bifunctional Acid-Base Catalysis 
base catalysis which took place in Lyon (1984) and - Characterization of Catalysts 
Sapporo (1988 and 1993). All of them were performed - Theory, Model Reactions/Catalysts, Miscellaneous. 
with the aim to provide the catalysis community with a 
discussion forum on a broad range of topics within the The six plenary lectures are published in this issue 
acid-base catalysis. The former meetings were more of Catalysis Today. These papers are thought to pre- 
focussed on the acidity and its role/application in sent an up-to-date report on the present status of acid- 
catalysis. This time, base catalysis was strongly base catalysis. 
emphasized and synthesis, characterization and appli- The sessions altogether contained 32 oral presenta- 
cations of basic catalysts were discussed extensively, tions. In parallel, 63 poster presentations were dis- 

The field of acid-base catalysis has undergone a played throughout the whole Symposium period and 
dramatic change over the last decades. After a period the participants had an opportunity to discuss them 
of domination by petroleum refining applications, the during two separate poster sessions. 
emphasis has shifted to intermediates and fine chem- The participation of 169 scientists from 24 coun- 
istry. Each new application has resulted in the dis- tries from all over the world clearly documents the 
covery of new catalysts. Fine tuning of acid-base undisputed importance of the subject of acid-base 
properties and designing the nature and environment catalysis. The resonance from the participants was 
of acid and/or base sites have always been considered very positive. Therefore, it has been decided to orga- 
as crucial for successful applications. Among the nize a further meeting of this series which will take 
scientists who have proposed and applied this place in Ehime University at Matsuyama, Japan, in 
approach, Prof. Kozo Tanabe holds a very prominent 2000. 
position. The Symposium has been dedicated to his The successful organization of the Symposium was 
scientific achievements. Despite his official retirement possible due to the financial support of the following 
from the Hokkaido University Prof. Tanabe partici- sponsors which is greatly acknowledged: 
pates in the international catalysis community with 
unbroken enthusiasm. Prof. Tanabe has been honoured BASF AG, The Netherlands 
by a special session organized on the occasion of his Bayer AG, Germany 
birthday. Degussa AG, Germany 

During the Symposium, six plenary lectures were DOW Benelux N.V./DOW Chemicals, The Nether- 
presented which were thought as introductions to lands/USA 
particular sessions devoted to specific subjects, as: DSM Research B.V., The Netherlands 

Elf Atochem S.A., France 
- Organic Synthesis Firmenich S.A., Switzerland 
- Reaction Mechanism Grace GmbH, Germany 
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Hoechst AG, Germany Particular acknowledgements for the organization 
Molecular Simulations Inc., USA/Germany/France work should be addressed to the Local Organization 
Novartis AG, Switzerland Committee led by Dr. Jan Kornatowski (Aachen), 
Sotelem Export, The Netherlands Bert Geerdink (Enschede) and Noura Riahi (Villeur- 
Siid-Chemie AG, Germany banne). 
Zeolyst International, UK/USA 

Organizing Committee 
Considerable organizational support was obtained 
from: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang E H61derich (Aachen), Chairman; 
Rheinisch-Westf~ilische Technische Hochschule, Prof. Dr. Johannes A. Lercher (Enschede), Vice- 
Aachen, Germany Chairman &Treasurer; 
Universiteit Twente, Enschede, The Netherlands Prof. Dr. Jacques Vedrine (Villeurbanne), Secretary; 
Institut de Recherches sur la Catalyse, Villeurbanne, Prof. Dr. Helmut Kn6zinger (Mtinchen), Paper Selec- 
France tion; 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universit~it, Mtinchen, Ger- Prof. Dr. Salvatore Coluccia (Torino), Member; 
many Prof. Dr. Makoto Misono (Tokyo), Member. 


